Dear member of the Moss community,

The first assembled draft of the Physcomitrella genome is now available; it 

was unveiled in late June at Moss 2006 and an associated Physcomitrella Genome Jamboree at the Joint Genome Institute {see: (http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/bryolab/Moss2006/) and (http://www.jgi.doe.gov/jamborees/physcomitrella/index.html}. A website covering all links relevant to the broader Moss Genome Project is also being established (www.mossgenome.org).

Manual annotation has begun, and we need your help in the getting it in as good a shape as possible before its public release within the next few months.  It is still password-protected because the annotation process is only beginning, but all interested members of the Moss community who are serious about providing annotation contributions are welcome.  To have access now, in return for help with annotation of your favorite genes, you will need to register by contacting R. Quatrano at rsq@wustl.edu) for instructions on how to register and guidelines for annotation.  There is also an excellent online tutorial, which we highly recommend.

The first publication describing the genome is planned for the end of 2006.  

Authorship will be open to all those who make significant contributions; in particular we would like to have your most interesting observations about the genome.  Please send us your most compelling vignettes by October 1st, for consideration for inclusion in the genome publication (one page limit). Because of space limitations, it may not be possible to include all submitted vignettes in the first paper, but these can still be published more fully later, since we plan a second jamboree in about 1.5 years followed by a extensive collection of papers in a major journal.

On behalf of the Moss Genome Consortium, we really appreciate your collaboration!

Sincerely,

Brent Mishler & Ralph Quatrano

